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[put it on and] say the prayer of the closing of the gates.” [This 
indicates that the prayer is said by day and not by night. | 


[H] The opinions assigned to Rab are confused. There [C] he has 
said that the prayer of the closing of the gates corresponds to 
the closing of the gates of heaven [which takes place by night], 
and here [G] he has indicated that it corresponds to the closing 
of the gates of the Temple [which takes place by day]. 


[I] Said R. Mattenaiah, “Since he took a long time saying his 
prayer, he would come close to the time of the closing of the 
gates of heaven.” 


As to the prayer of the closing of the gates, what is the law on its 
releasing [one from the obligation of saying] the prayer of the evening? 


Said R. Ba to R. Hunah, “[But if one does not say the evening prayer, | 
at what point would one make mention of the prayer marking the 
separation [of the holy day that has passed from the ordinary day that 
has begun which is said during the evening Prayer]?” 


[Along this same line of argument,] said R. Jonah to R. Ba, “And how 
will seven blessings [said in the service of the closing of the gates] 
fulfill the obligation of saying the eighteen benedictions [of the 
evening prayer]?” 


He said to him, “And did I not already present an objection [to this 
proposition, B\?” 


[Jonah] said to him, “Because you have presented an objection, 
should we then nullify [the view of A, that one need not say the evening 
prayer]? [Perhaps there will be a suitable answer to your objection, 
but none to mine.]” 


[F] Said R. Yosé, “The question that R. Ba raised [B] was a good 
question. The question that R. Jonah raised [C] was not a good 
question. 


[G] “[For in regard to the latter, C, we may say,] ‘It was a lenient rule 
that the sages have imposed in this case, on account of the [heavy] 
fast. Hence saying the seven blessings indeed does fulfill the 
obligation of saying the eighteen benedictions of the evening 
prayer [so that the people may drink and eat that much more 
promptly].” 


[H] R. Ba bar Mamel said, to associates, “My lords, from all of 
you I have heard that the service of closing of the gates does 


